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Automatic Extraction for Blog Posts and
Comments using a Set of Blog Pages

MITsuO YosHIDA,T! Takasur INurf!
and MIKIO YAMAMOTO!

In recent years, with the increase in the number of Blog (Weblog) pages in
the Web, the contents of which have attracted a lot of attention from many re-
searchers. Most of the Blog contents are texts, and those can be divided in two
parts, posts and comments. A post is a content written by the Blog owner and
a comment is piece of text written by readers in response to the owner’s post.
In this paper, we propose a simple method to extract the posts and comments
separately from series of Blog pages, whose posts are all written by the same
owner. The proposed method is based on the assumption that although posts
appear in all Blog pages, comments do not. We describe experimental results
to show good performance of the proposed method using real Web pages of the
Blog sites in Japanese.
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Fig.1 An example of a Blog page with posts and comments.
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Fig.2 The overview of the proposed method.
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Fig.3 An example of extracted blocks (dashed-line box) from the DOM tree.
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Fig.4 An example of blocks with positional labels.
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Fig.5 An example of a Blog page and the extracted posts and comments.
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Table 1 Data sets and Experimental results of the extraction.
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100SHIKI 10 725 153 12 150 88.7 86.9 87.8 17 41.2 58.3  48.3
Engadget Japanese 40 6163 200 36 175 90.3 79.0 84.3 63 49.2 86.1 62.6
oooo 30 2494 451 4 371 91.9 75.6  83.0 88 4.5 100.0 8.7
404 Blog Not Found 50 19264 1008 750 835 99.2 82.1 89.9 715 95.1 90.7  92.8
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Table 2 Experimental results of the separation.
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Going My Way 521 100.0 100.0  100.0 0 - - -
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